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Grab Some Popcorn . . .  

A biannual publication of the National Board of Osteopathic Medical Examiners 

NBOME recently released two videos that deliver pertinent information for key  
stakeholders ï must -sees:  
 

The COMLEX-USA Informational Video  contains important information regarding research on 
COMLEX-USA scores and performance in residency.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The brand new, 11-chapter, COMLEX-USA Level 2 -Performance Evaluation (PE) Instructional 
Video  with key information for osteopathic medical students (OMS) including the electronic SOAP note, 
which launched July 1, 2014; exam components such as configuration and available equipment found in 
the standardized patient exam rooms; and, information on meals and travel.  

Hello. You are invited to read the new and 
improved Osteopathic Examiner  
Welcome to the latest edition of NBOMEôs Osteopathic Examiner , our 

biannual external newsletter. Weôve made some modifications to the newsletter in an 

effort to deliver important news to all of our stakeholders. Specifically, the ñOEò now features 

two new sections:  
 
   Å National Faculty News: this extensive and prestigious body of academic subject matter    
     experts serve the NBOME in the critical roles of test development, standard settings,       
     examination integrity and on various subcommittees and task forces, and 
 
   Å Osteopathic Medical Students ï Facts in Five:  a bulleted list of important, COMLEX-USA  
     exam-related news for candidates on-the-go.  

We welcome your feedback on suggested future content, questions or other comments by 
emailing us at: communications@nbome.org.  

http://www.nbome.org/OPAIM/COMLEXUSA.mp4
http://www.nbome.org/pe-video.asp?m-can
http://www.nbome.org/pe-video.asp?m-can
mailto:communications@nbome.org
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The NBOME National Faculty:  
Assuring Examination Integrity  
The extensive and growing National Faculty (NF) of the 

NBOME is comprised of over 900 subject matter experts 

(SMEs) and respected academics from around the 

country and beyond. The NBOME NF contributes to the 

organization and its mission in several ways including:  

 

  Å    COMLEX-USA Examination Series Item Writing & Review 

  Å    COMAT Examination Series Item Writing & Review 

  Å    Case Development for COMLEX-USA 

  Å    Physician Scoring for COMLEX-USA Level 2 Performance    

      Evaluation 

  Å    Serving as NBOME Board members, standard-setting        

      panels, committees and task forces.  

 

Most recently, NBOME announced the addition of a ñResident 

Recruitment Programò where residents in the final year of their 

residency programs participate in item-writing and related 

faculty development initiatives to develop academic skills.   

At the heart of the faculty is an organized credentialing process 

initiated to recruit, mentor and develop a cadre of highly 

qualified members of the profession. Their selection represents a 

laudable achievement for being nominated, reviewed and 

credentialed.  

National Faculty subject matter experts strive to assure the 

highest quality assessment products in service to the public and 

the osteopathic medical profession. 

 

The organization of the NF culminated in 2013. This year the 

NBOME hosted the Second Annual National Faculty Conclave to 

discuss important examination-related topics such as the 

announcement of a two-decision point, competency-based 

blueprint for the COMLEX-USA Examination Series, which first 

begins implementation with Level 3 in 2018. Most important, this 

body brings the credibility of expertise to the NBOMEôs 

multifaceted exam construction and review process necessary to 

ensure a defensible assessment product consistent with the 

highest standards and best practices at all levels. 

The NF is highly representative of the osteopathic medical 

profession with members from colleges of osteopathic medicine, 

private practice, and regulatory agencies such as licensing 

boards. We invite SMEs to participate in the NBOME National 

Faculty, and/or the nomination of respected faculty members 

who can share their expertise in a collaborative and highly 

academic environment. 

For more information on joining the NBOME National Faculty, 

please visit our website. 

NBOME National Faculty News  

Front row (L to R):  Dr. John Thornburg, Dr. John Goudreau, Dr. Bruce Bates, Dr. John Gimpel, Dr. Jeanne Sandella, Dr. John Becher,  
Dr. William Henwood. 
 
Back row (L to R):  Dr. Mousumi Som, Dr. Paul Dew, Dr. Michael Smith, Dr. Oliver Hayes, Dr. Sean Lynch, Dr. Glenn Nordehn, Dr. Michael 
Oliverio, Dr. Randy Kulesza, Dr. Gerald Call, Dr. Randy Litman, Dr. David Gardner, Dr. Joseph Kaczmarczyk, Dr. James Powers, Dr. Tracy 
Middleton, Dr. Charles Finch, Dr. Sheryl Bushman, Dr. Alan Glaros, Dr. Mary Jo Robinson, Dr. Ronald Paolini, Dr. Peter Gulick, Dr. David 
Kuo, Dr. Joshua Coren, Dr. Robert Hasty. 

NEW  

http://www.nbome.org/national-faculty.asp
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NBOME National Faculty News  

2014 National Faculty Meetings Calendar  

COMAT Item Review (PD, EM #2, SU)  August 1 -2 

L2 Preliminary Exam Review  August 8 -9 

L3 Standard Setting  August 15 -16  

OPP Item Writing Workshop #2  August 22 -23  

L2/L3 Item Writing Workshop #1  September 5 -6 

COMAT Item Review (FM, OB, OP, PS)  September 12 -13  

AOBEM Item Writing Workshop  September 22 -23  

CPDAC September 25  

AAPD October 1 -3 

HPDP/HCD Item Review  October 10 -11  

L1 Standard Setting  October 17 -18  

ACOFP Item Writing Workshop  October 23  

Blue Ribbon Panel on Enhancing COMLEX -USA November 3 -4 

L2/L3/Multimedia Item Writing Workshop #2  November 7 -8 

CDM Case Review Meeting  November 14 -15  

Standards & Assurances  November 15  

CSTAC  November 21  

NBOME has announced implementation of a new 
competency -based testing blueprint for COMLEX -USA 
Level 3 in 2018, and then for Level 1, Level 2 -CE and 
Level 2 -PE in 2019. The new ñDecision Point 1ò will include 
COMLEX-USA Level 1, Level 2-CE and Level 2-PE and will focus 
on readiness for graduation with a DO degree and entering 
graduate medical education (GME).  The new ñDecision Point 2ò 

will feature a two -day Level 3 examination starting in 2018 and 
will focus on readiness for unsupervised practice of osteopathic 
medicine, with potential harmonization with other assessment 
ongoing in GME programs.  A comprehensive report ñEnhancing 
COMLEX-USA,ò can be found on NBOMEôs website.  

Blue Ribbon Panel on Enhancing COMLEX-USA 2014 Report Released 

In early July the NBOME released its updated COMLEX -
USA Bulletin of Information (BOI) for 2014 -2015. It is 
available online. The BOI effectively serves as a candidate's 
"how to" guide for the COMLEX-USA series of examinations, 
covering information on eligibility, fees, exam descriptions, 
scheduling, transcripts and much more. It also constitutes a 
legal contract and outlines a candidate's obligations with respect 
to confidentiality, professional behavior and irregular conduct.  

Key updates to the BOI for 2014-2015 include:  

¶ An interactive table of contents with hyperlinks directly to 

sections of the 40-page document to improve searching 

throughout the document  

¶ More detailed descriptions of score reporting with references 

back to our website for more extensive details and specific 

score release target date ñwindowsò 

¶ A notice concerning the future implementation of a new 

Blueprint 

¶ A more detailed description of the test items included in the 

COMLEX-USA examinations, and 

¶ Better descriptions to assist in locating tutorials within 

practice examinations. 

We continued our work on the organization of the BOI to 
improve the flow and readability of the information.  

2014-2015 NBOME COMLEX-USA Bulletin of Information Released  

https://www.nbome.org/docs/BlueRibbonReport2014.pdf
http://www.nbome.org/docs/comlexBOI.pdf
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National Faculty Department & Division Chairs  

Committees  

COMLEX-USA Level 1 & Foundational Biomedical Sciences  John E. Thornburg, DO, PhD  

COMLEX-USA Level 2 -CE  (Cognitive Evaluation)  Charles A. Finch, DO  

COMLEX-USA Level 2 -PE  (Performance Evaluation)  David Kuo, DO  

COMLEX-USA Level 3  Michael F. Oliverio, DO  

Advanced Items  Robert T. Hasty, DO  

Foundational Biomedical Sciences ï Divisions  

Anatomy  Randy J. Kulesza, PhD  

Biochemistry  Sean M. Lynch, PhD  

Genetics   David P. Gardner, PhD  

Microbiology & Immunology  Peter G. Gulick, DO  

Pathology  Mary Jo Robinson, DO  

Pharmacology  Gerald B. Call, PhD  

Physiology  Michael L. Smith, PhD  

Clinical Departments  

Emergency Medicine  James E. Powers, DO  

Family Medicine  Joshua S. Coren, DO, MBA  

Internal Medicine, Geriatric Medicine & Dermatology  Glenn H. Nordehn, DO  

Obstetrics & Gynecology  Joseph M. Kaczmarczyk, DO, MPH  

Osteopathic Principles & Practice / Neuromusculoskeletal Medicine  Randy G. Litman, DO  

Pediatric and Adolescent Medicine  Jacqueline M. Kaari, DO  

Preventive Medicine & Health Promotion  James E. Foy, DO  

Psychiatry, Neurology & Clinical Neurosciences  Jed G. Magen, DO, MS  

Radiology & Diagnostic Imaging  Joseph W. Stengel, DO  

Surgery, Surgical Subspecialties & Anesthesia  William R. Henwood, DO  

Preventive Medicine / Health Promotion ï Divisions  

Biostatistics & Epidemiology  Alan G. Glaros, PhD  

Health Care Delivery & Patient Safety  Oliver W. Hayes, III, DO, MHSA  

Medical Ethics, Jurisprudence & Professionalism  Jonathan R. King, DO, JD  

Public Health & Preventive Medicine  Paul C. Dew, MD, MPH  

COMAT 

Emergency Medicine  John W. Becher, DO  

Family Medicine  Tracy O. Middleton, DO  

Internal Medicine  Mousumi Som, DO, MS  

Obstetrics & Gynecology  Sheryl A. Bushman, DO  

Osteopathic Principles & Practice / Neuromusculoskeletal Medicine  Karen T. Snider, DO  

Pediatrics  Alissa P. Craft, DO  

Psychiatry  Ronald R. Paolini, DO  

Surgery  Craig A. Gudakunst, DO  

Task Force  

Clinical Decision -Making  (CDM)  John L. Goudreau, DO, PhD  
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NEW  

2013 Item Writer and Case Author Award Recipients  

NBOME Announced with Appreciation its 2013 Item Writer and  
Case Author Award Recipients 

COMLEX-USA Examination Item Writers of the Year 

Joel Dickerman, DO, of Saint Mary Corwin 

Hospital, Pueblo, CO, was recognized for his 

contributions to the COMAT series. 

D. Thomas Dayberry, DO, PhD, of the 

University of North Texas Health Science 

Center at Fort Worth, Texas College of 
Osteopathic Medicine, was recognized 

for his contributions to the COMLEX-USA 
Level 2 Performance Evaluation. 

Shawna Duncan, DO, of 

Oklahoma State University 

Center for Health Sciences 
College of Osteopathic 

Medicine, in Tulsa, OK, 
was recognized for her 

contributions to the 
COMLEX-USA examination 

series Health Promotion 

and Disease Prevention/
Health Care Delivery 

Issues.  

Jonathan Kalmey, 

PhD, Assistant Dean of 

Preclinical Education and 
Associate Professor of 

Anatomy at Lake Erie 
College of Osteopathic 

Medicine (LECOM)  
in Erie, PA, was 

recognized for his 

contributions to the 
COMLEX-USA Level 1 

examination. 

Jeff Rabrich, DO, 

of St. Lukeôs 

Roosevelt Hospital 
Center in New York, 

NY, was recognized 
for his contributions 

to the COMLEX-USA 
Level 3.  

Michael Terzella, DO, Assistant 

Professor in the Department of 

Osteopathic Manipulative Medicine at 
New York College of Osteopathic 

Medicine, New York Institute of 
Technology, was recognized for his 

contributions to the COMLEX-USA 
examination series Osteopathic 

Principals and Practices. 

Brett Stecker, DO, of 

Tristan Medical in 

Massachusetts, was 
recognized for his 

contributions to the 
COMLEX-USA  

Level 2 Cognitive 
Evaluation.  

COMAT Examination   
Item Writer of the Year  

COMLEX-USA  
Case Author of the Year 

NBOME Visits Colleges of Osteopathic Medicine  
Thursday, September 18, 2014  
John Gimpel, DO, MEd, President & CEO will visit Campbell 
University School of Osteopathic Medicine, Lillington, NC, to meet 
with medical students and faculty.  

Friday, September 26, 2014  
John Gimpel, DO, MEd, President & CEO will visit Rowan University 
School of  Osteopathic Medicine, Stratford, NJ, to meet with medical 
students and faculty. 

Contact Kelly Reynolds to schedule a visit to your campus at: Kreynolds@nbome.org  

mailto:Kreynolds@nbome.org
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The NBOME hosted a historic meeting on June 21, 2014, 
in Baltimore, MD, convening leaders 
in Osteopathic Medical Regulation 
across the continuum from medical 
school and residency training to 
board certification, licensure, and 
continuous professional 
development in physician practice.  
 
Representatives from each of the 
organizations entrusted with professional 
regulation for osteopathic medicine 
participated in the Summit and included: 
the American Association of Colleges of 
Osteopathic Medicine (AACOM), the AOA 

and its accrediting and certification 
bodies (e.g., AOA-COCA, AOA-BOS), the 
Federation of State Medical Boards and 
the American Association of Osteopathic 
Examiners. Also in attendance were 
leaders from most of NBOMEôs client 
organizations, including American 
College of Osteopathic Family Physicians 
(ACOFP), American College of 
Osteopathic Surgeons (ACOS), American 
College of Osteopathic Pediatricians 
(ACOP), American College of Osteopathic 
Internists (ACOI), American College of 
Osteopathic Emergency Physicians 
(ACOEP), American Osteopathic Board of 

Internal Medicine (AOBIM) and American 
Osteopathic Board of Pediatrics (AOBP). 

Led by the NBOME Board of Directors, 
participants explored the role of 
assessment within osteopathic medicine 
in the new era of a single graduate medical education (GME) 
accreditation system and aligned to identify strategies that 
preserve osteopathic distinctiveness throughout the assessment 
continuum. The COMLEX-USA Examination series, 
designed for osteopathic physician licensure, is also 
utilized for several additional important secondary 
purposes, including as a graduation requirement for 
osteopathic medical schools, and, a measure of direct 
evidence of student learning in accreditation . Therefore, 
COMLEX-USA scores are a useful tool for both applicants and 
program directors for residency programs. The latter becomes 

increasingly important to the profession and the public in the 
era of single GME. 

A key consensus was resonant from the first Summit, held in 
2012: ñPatients are best served by seeking care from 
osteopathic physicians who have qualified by virtue of passing 
graduation requirements and competency assessments 
designed for the practice of osteopathic medicine and validated 
for that distinct purpose.ò  

After a ñlightening roundò of key topics, attendees at the  
NBOME-hosted Osteopathic Medical Regulatory Summit 
in Baltimore, MD, gathered for a photo .  
 
Pictured from left -to -right, bottom -to - top:   
Jim Andriole, DO; Anna Hayden, DO; Janice Knebl, DO; Lorenzo 
Pence, DO; John Becher, DO; Dawn Dillinger, DO; Anita Showalter, 
DO; Wayne Carlsen, DO 

Carol Henwood, DO; Valerie Sheridan, DO; Adrienne White-Faines, 
MPA; Lori Kemper, DO 

Peter Ajluni, DO; Deborah Pierce, DO; Jeanne Sandella, DO; Karen 
Snider, DO; Geraldine OôShea, DO 

Michael Finley, DO; John Gimpel, DO, MEd; Gary Slick, DO, MA; 
Susan Belanger, PhD, RN; Bruce Bates, DO; Michael Murphy, DO; 
Donald Polk, DO; Stephen Scheinthal, DO, MPH; Dana Shaffer, DO; 
Richard LaBaere, DO, MPH 

William Anderson, DO; Clint Adams, DO, MPA; Thomas Cavalieri, DO; 
Stephen Shannon, DO; Ronald Burns, DO; Kenneth Veit, DO, MBA 

Scott Cyrus, DO; Konrad Miskowicz-Retz, PhD; H. Timothy 
Dombrowski, DO, MPH 
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NBOME Hosts 2nd US Osteopathic Medical Regulatory Summit 


