2020 — 2021 Orientation Guide
COMLEX-USA Level 2-PE

Summary of Important Information and Instructions

Comprehensive Osteopathic Medical Licensing Examination Level 2-PE
Performance Evaluation (COMLEX-USA Level 2-PE)

Information on the examination is included in this guide and on our website.

NBOME strongly advises candidates to:

1 Schedule their Level 2-PE as soon as possible, but no later than the fall of their fourth year, in
other to meet any graduation requirements. As a special note, the graduation requirement
for the Class of 2020 and 2021 has been temporarily modified due to the novel coronavirus.

1 Review this guide, the Instructional Program, the COMLEX-USA Bulletin of Information, and
the tutorial and practice module for the e-SOAP (electronic-Subjective Objective Assessment
Plan) Note on our website before examination day.

1 On examination day, please arrive 30 minutes before the scheduled start time to check in
and complete the registration process.

1 For the exam, dress professionally, wear a white lab coat, and bring a standard stethoscope,
preferably with no school or organizational logos. Please also plan to enter the building
wearing a mask that covers your nose and mouth.

1 Please review updates related to the coronavirus on our website.

We require that candidates bring with them on the day of the examination:

1 One source of government-issued legal photo identification (driver’s license preferred).
1 Confirmation page/email readily accessible for proof of scheduled examination.

Because of extensive psychometric equating, calibration, and quality assurance processes, Level 2-
PE scores are generally released within 8-10 weeks of the examination date. Score-release
schedules are posted on the NBOME website for examination cohorts.

Any irregular conduct will be thoroughly investigated and dealt with according to NBOME’s
policies and procedures. Please see the COMLEX-USA Bulletin of Information for details.

NBOME Mission

The mission of the NBOME is to protect the public by providing the means to assess competencies
for osteopathic medicine and related healthcare professions.
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https://www.nbome.org/exams-assessments/comlex-usa/comlex-usa-level-2-pe/
https://www.nbome.org/exams-assessments/comlex-usa/comlex-usa-level-2-pe/exam-day/
https://www.nbome.org/exams-assessments/comlex-usa/bulletin/
https://www.nbome.org/resources/electronic-soap-notes-video/
http://www.nbome.org/
https://www.nbome.org/uncategorized/important-notice-regarding-covid-19-coronavirus/
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INTRODUCTION TO THE COMLEX-USA LEVEL 2-PE

Recommendations and Requirements

This Orientation Guide is desighed to be one of several sources of reference for osteopathic
candidates who have registered for the COMLEX-USA Level 2-PE. We recommend that candidates
review it thoroughly before the day of the examination.

On examination day, a detailed orientation session will be provided on-site at the NBOME National
Center for Clinical Skills Testing. However, in addition to this guide, NBOME strongly advises
candidates to review the following information before the day of the examination:

1 The COMLEX-USA Bulletin of Information.

1 The Instructional Program.

1 The eSOAP (electronic-Subjective Objective Assessment Plan) tutorial and practice module —
students will not have the opportunity to practice writing an e-SOAP Note the day of the
exam.

1 The COVID-19 safety protocols and mask usage videos

Complete information about the COMLEX-USA Level 2-PE is also on our website. We encourage
candidates to consult it regularly for any new information that may be posted.

Statement of Purpose

The Level 2-Performance Evaluation (PE) is the clinical skills component of the Comprehensive
Osteopathic Medical Licensing Examination (COMLEX-USA). Consistent with NBOME’s mission to
protect the public, COMLEX-USA Level 2-PE fulfills the public and licensing authority mandate for
enhanced patient safety by documenting the clinical skills proficiency of graduates from osteopathic
medical schools.

The Level 2-PE augments the written COMLEX-USA Level 2-Cognitive Evaluation (CE) of
osteopathic medical knowledge by providing an assessment of six fundamental clinical skills:

1. Physician-patient communication, including the ability to communicate in the English
language for each clinical encounter

Interpersonal Skills

Professionalism

Medical history-taking and physical examination skills

Knowledge of osteopathic principles and osteopathic manipulative treatment
Documentation skills (including the synthesis of clinical findings, integrated differential
diagnosis, and formulation of a diagnostic and treatment plan) in a SOAP format

12

These patient-centered skills are evaluated in the context of clinical encounters with standardized
patients (SPs) and are required to be personally performed as appropriate in a timely, efficient, safe,
and effective manner.

A passing score for the COMLEX-USA Level 2-PE means that the candidate has demonstrated
competence in the fundamental clinical skills and related physician competency domains for
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osteopathic medical care of patients as required to enter into supervised graduate medical
education settings and to continue lifelong learning.

The NBOME National Centers for Clinical Skills Testing

The COMLEX-USA Level 2-PE is administered at two NBOME National Centers for Clinical Skills
Testing (NCCST), one located in Conshohocken, Pennsylvania (near Philadelphia), and one located
in Chicago, lllinois. Each test center is designed to ensure patient safety, security, and
standardization required for fairness in high-stakes testing.

Both centers have the look and feel of an outpatient clinic, with examination rooms equipped with
examination/treatment tables, test equipment (diagnostic otoscopes and direct ophthalmoscopes,
blood pressure cuffs, tongue blades, cotton swabs, reflex hammers, tuning forks), sinks, and hand
sanitizer.

NBOME National =
Center for Clinical o
Skills Testing -

NBOME National
Center for Clinical
Skills Testing -

Chicago, IL g

. Higgins Rd.,

Scheduling and Rescheduling

Examination scheduling is done through the NBOME website. We recommend that candidates:

1 Schedule their Level 2-PE as soon as they are eligible, and select an examination date no
later than the fall of their fourth year in order to meet any graduation requirements.
Registered candidates can view available dates and schedule the examination by logging in
to the automated online scheduling system using a secure identification number and
password.

1 Schedule retake examinations through the registration site. If a candidate has any
scheduling difficulties, he/she may call the NBOME at 866-479-6828. Further information
regarding retesting after failing an examination is available on the website.

Additional information:

1 Examination dates at both the Philadelphia and Chicago NCCST are opened for scheduling
one year in advance on a rolling basis.

91 Dates on various weekdays, and on many weekends, are made available on a continuous
basis throughout the testing year.
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Both morning sessions (8 AM-3:30 PM or 9 AM-4:30PM) and evening sessions (2 PM-9:30
PM) are available throughout the year.

Candidates may cancel a scheduled examination online unless it is on the same day as the
test (see below). Cancelling and rescheduling an examination date may be subject to
significant rescheduling fees but currently rescheduling fees are waived through the end of
2020

Information regarding travel and lodging is available on the website. Student discounts have
been negotiated with local hotels for candidates traveling to the area for the exam.

THE COMLEX-USA LEVEL 2-PE EXAMINATION

Examination Day Requirements

T

Bring one source of government-issued photo identification (driver’s license preferred) and
have your confirmation page readily accessible for proof of the examination date and time. All
candidates will be digitally photographed as part of the registration process.

Dress professionally, avoid heavy perfumes or scents, wear a white lab coat, bring a
standard stethoscope and mask to the examination. Amplified stethoscopes, any similar
device that may mimic a recording or communicating device, and any attachments to a
standard stethoscope (e.g., light source) are prohibited. All other diagnostic equipment will
be provided.

Anything identifying a school or association on lab coats (e.g., a school patch or association
name) will need to be covered. The NBOME staff will provide the means to cover such
insignia during the onsite registration process. Alternatively, you may bring your own plain
white short lab coat.

Only standard stethoscopes are permitted. Your stethoscope may not contain anything
identifying a school or association. The NBOME staff will provide you with a loaner
stethoscope if identifying information is revealed during the onsite registration process.
Alternatively, you may bring your own plain stethoscope.

Candidates with disabilities, including hearing impairment, should refer to our application for
testing accommodations.

Do not wear wrist watches or bring other personal timing devices to the examination. Clocks
are located in each examination room and throughout the testing center. Regular audio
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